
Peshawar Literary Fes�val 2025 (April 18,19,20 - 2025)

Introduc�on 

The Peshawar Literary Fes�val (PLF) 2025 aims to celebrate the rich literary heritage and cultural 
vibrancy of Peshawar, one of the oldest ci�es in South Asia. As a city that has been a crossroads of 
civiliza�ons, Peshawar’s historical significance and its contribu�ons to art, literature, and philosophy 
provide an ideal backdrop for this transforma�ve event. Literary Fes�vals are intellectual pla�orms, 
providing a safe space for debate and celebra�ng the classic and contemporary literature a society 
possesses. They offer opportuni�es to connect with other readers, as well as the chance to engage 
with authors and their words and ideas in singular and some�mes surprising ways. Such events foster 
a culture of intellectual growth and acceptability. 

Literature is not merely an art form; it is a mirror reflec�ng society’s evolu�on. In the case of 
Peshawar, a distance has been imposed between our stories and us. Our sense of expression has 
been held hostage by tradi�ons, social upbringing, and numerous other factors. Our stories have 
o�en been appropriated by other voices, with our traumas ignored or, at worst, ridiculed in popular 
discourse. The complexity of our situa�on is further compounded by the poli�cal turmoil that has 
plagued our land. This aliena�on between individuals and their stories has adversely affected society, 
with young students being the most significant casual�es. Their communica�on skills, mental health, 
self-expression, cri�cal thinking, and crea�ve imagina�on have all suffered as a result.

The Peshawar Literary Fes�val seeks to bridge this gap. By providing a pla�orm that facilitates 
students and the broader community in recognizing and polishing their crea�ve capabili�es, the 
fes�val aims to restore our connec�on to our stories and give voice to our narra�ves. It is an 
opportunity to create a breathing space that inspires new storytellers, rekindling the collec�ve 
imagina�on of a society in dire need of expression and intellectual growth.

In addi�on to promo�ng literature and culture, PLF 2025 will spotlight themes that are cri�cal to the 
region’s socio-poli�cal fabric, including climate change and the unique dynamics between Afghan 
refugees and host communi�es in Pakistan. Afghanistan’s cultural and literary heritage has 
profoundly influenced Pashto literature and arts, shaping a shared legacy between the two na�ons. 
The fes�val will dedicate significant a�en�on to the contribu�ons of Afghan refugees to Pakistan’s 
social and cultural fabric, celebra�ng their resilience and crea�vity. Through ac�vi�es such as joint 
poetry symposiums and a special art gallery featuring works by Afghan and Pakistani ar�sts, the 
fes�val will foster cross-cultural dialogue and harmony. By engaging with these pressing issues, the 
fes�val aligns with broader developmental goals and addresses the challenges marginalized and 
vulnerable communi�es face. The fes�val will also explore the urgent need for environmental 
stewardship, climate resilience, and sustainable prac�ces, par�cularly in regions vulnerable to 
ecological degrada�on. Discussions and sessions will highlight the role of literature and policy in 
addressing environmental challenges, advoca�ng for green solu�ons, and fostering sustainable urban 
and rural development.



PLF 2025 will bring together writers, poets, scholars, and literary enthusiasts from Pakistan and 
beyond, offering a transforma�ve experience that celebrates the power of words and ideas. It is 
designed to be a vibrant and dynamic event, offering a diverse range of ac�vi�es that cater to various 
interests and audiences:

Theme for 2025: Literature, State, and Poli�cs (Adab, Riyasat, Siyasat) This year’s theme emphasizes 
the intersec�on of literature, state, and poli�cs. Each day of the fes�val will focus on a specific 
dimension of this theme:

Workshops on Crea�ve Wri�ng: Facilitated by seasoned authors and poets, these workshops 
aim to nurture aspiring writers by helping them hone their cra�.

Master Class on AI: An insigh�ul session exploring the intersec�on of ar�ficial intelligence and 
crea�ve processes, addressing its influence on storytelling and literature.

Theatre as a Form of Expression: A workshop highligh�ng the transforma�ve power of theatre 
in self-expression, storytelling, and community building.

Photography and Videography Crash Courses: Hands-on sessions for beginners and 
enthusiasts to explore visual storytelling through the lens of modern media.

Panel Discussions: Engaging dialogues featuring experts and thought leaders on cri�cal topics, 
including climate change, refugee integra�on, and cultural preserva�on.

Theatre Performances: Live enactments showcasing stories that resonate with local and 
shared histories, bridging cultural divides.

Poetry Symposiums: A unique gathering of young poets from Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
providing a pla�orm to share their works and build connec�ons.

Art Exhibi�on: A celebra�on of crea�vity, bringing together ar�sts from Pakistan and 
Afghanistan to display their works and foster cross-border ar�s�c dialogue.

Musical Evening: A mesmerizing night of music, where musicians and singers from both 
countries collaborate to promote harmony and celebrate the universal language of music.

Day One: Regional – Discussions and ac�vi�es will delve into the poli�cal dynamics within the 
region, with a par�cular emphasis on the rela�onships and shared histories of te various 
segments in the region.

Day Two: State (Na�onal Topics) – Panels and sessions will explore pressing national issues, 
re�ecting on the role of literature.

Day Three: Interna�onal Affairs– The final day will highlight the interna�onal cultural and 
poli�cal landscape, fostering dialogue and collabora�on between interna�onal and Pakistani 
voices. Out of the ten planned sessions, one will focus on the contribu�ons of Afghan refugees 
to Pakistan’s social and cultural fabric, including a joint poetry symposium and an art gallery 
dedicated to showcasing their work.



The other broader issues, themes , topics, and cases that will be discussed are; Water issue 
(Paani marr raha hay- inspired by a book wri�en by Amna Mu�i, one of the panelists) , 
Statehood and iden�ty ( Qoum, Mulk, Sultanat – Inspired by a book wri�en by Ali Qasmi , one 
of the panelists), Climate Change and the folk knowledge , Sahafat Neeli, Peeli, or Kali ( inspired 
by the book �tle “The dark side of journalism” wri�en by Syed Irfan Ashraf , one of the 
panelists) , Rights and responsibili�es debate (Royasta hogi maan k jaisay), and many other 
contemporary topics.

As the Peshawar Literary Fes�val 2025 unfolds, it promises to be more than just a celebra�on 
of words and ideas. As the Themes from last season, and this on indicates, this fes�val is a 
testament to the resilience of culture, the power of storytelling, and the transforma�ve role of 
literature in shaping socie�es. By fostering a space where intellectual curiosity meets ar�s�c 
expression, the fes�val is going to provide a pla�orm for a collec�ve imagina�on long subdued 
by socio-poli�cal challenges. This fes�val is going to serve as a bridge between genera�ons, 
between tradi�on and modernity, between local narra�ves and global dialogues. PLF 2025 is 
not just an event; it is a movement—one that restores agency to our stories, amplifies 
marginalized voices, and cul�vates a more though�ul, informed, and connected society. As the 
words give shape to some excellent poetry, prose, and discourse, the fes�val will leave behind 
a legacy of inspira�on, urging all who partake to con�nue wri�ng, ques�oning, and envisioning 
a future where literature remains a beacon of hope and change.



Glimpses from the past – Season 1

Last year more than 6000 people were engaged through various mediums directly, more than 30,000 
through social media interac�ons, and so many more indirectly. Past talks are available on our social 
media pla�orms:

Social Media Handles on all pla�orms: @lfpeshawar

Highlights Day 1 and 2  : Facebook 

h�ps://www.facebook.com/lfpeshawar/videos/739348257847869
h�ps://www.facebook.com/lfpeshawar/videos/790943459218883

• Talks Playlist : Youtube : 
h�ps://www.youtube.com/@plfofficial/videos
























